130                   RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
The father and mother were charmed at the conduct of the young woman ; her person and manner, the modesty of her behaviour, and, above all, the politeness and pertinence of her discourse : and, something happening to be said about marrying, the father falls to rallying his daughters upon their nicety in that point, that nothing would serve them
but religious men; There's my daughter---------.
says he, (pointing to his youngest,) I think nothing will do for her but a parson: she refused a gentleman of 2,OOOZ. a year, t'other day, because he was not religious enough for her.
No, madam, says his daughter, my father means, because he had no religion at all; hardly so much as a coach-horse; for a coach-horse often knows the way to the church-door.
That alters the case quite, said madam: why, sir, says she, you would not have married your daughter to a brute! a man without religion is a worse brute than a horse! for the horse obeys the dictates of nature, but an atheist acts against reason, nature, and common sense. I would not marry a child of mine to a man of no religion, if he had ten thousand pounds a year.
Well, says he, there's my daughter---------, (pointing to his eldest,) she goes further; she is not satisfied with a religious husband, but she must have one of her own opinion in religion, that goes to church where she goes to church, and worships just as she worships: I don't think she will ever be pleased while she lives.
Madam, says the eldest, I expected my father would be upon my bones next; my father talks of my opinion, as if i was something that nobody else is; as if I was one of the new prophets, or of some strange singular opinion, something monstrous in religion: all I say is, that, as I profess nothing but what I